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[Abstract in English]
The Possibility of Christian Comparative Study of Civilizations
Kunio Sakurai

“The Clash of Civilization?” written by Samuel P. Huntington and Fingerprints of the
Gods written by Graham Hancock brought people’s attention to the comparative study
of civilizations as a method for considering contemporary civilizations as well as ancient
civilizations. These authors are acutely aware of environmental problems, population
and ethnic problems, infectious disease problems, abnormal weather patterns, and so
on, as they pertain to contemporary civilization.

As such, the comparative study of civilizations may be said to be a contemporary
science and a science based on a crisis-consciousness. As it aims for the coexistence of
civilizations, it is based on value-pluralism and value-relativism, and, as a result, it
reflects contemporary mentality and thinking. Christianity, however, presupposes the
existence of God and the absoluteness of the biblical revelation, and insists on the one
and only absolute truth. In this light, we may ask whether a Christian, who stands on
value-absolutism, can engage in a meaningful comparative study of civilizations?

Theism, in turn, raises a preliminary question: what is/are the sign(s) of civilization?
By what sign(s) should we engage in a comparative study of civilizations? It is often
thought that, sociality and the social mind stand at the center of a civilization. In the center
of a civilization, there are “orderliness” and “religiousness.” They are “law” and “god.”

The world 1s the creature of God, and human beings are the creatures created in the
imago Dei. By their sin, human beings lost the imago Dei, but still, all human beings
have the semen legis and the semen religionis, the sensus legis and the sensus divinitatss,
as the remainder of the #mago Dei. These are the bases of all human civilizations, and

they must be the ground for the comparative study of civilizations.
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