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[Abstract in English]
Japanese Religious Style and the Structure of Ancestor Worship
K. Sakurai

On the one hand, from the historical and social background, many Japanese tend to
dislike, deny, and hate “Religion.” On the other hand, most Japanese go to a shrine or
temple on New-Year’s Day, join in Shinto Matsuri, participate in Buddhist events, and
attend a Funeral service at any cost. And we have heard the word “National Great
Movement” on Higan Day and Bon Day.

How can we understand such religious deeds of Japanese who claim to reject
religion? It seems that Japanese act without feeling any contradiction between religion
and non-religion. What is Japanese mental stand point and psychological structure? I
try to clarity this issue by examining Japanese daily life, examining the Japanese
consciousness of “God” and “Faith” that underlies daily life, and examining the
meaning of the two main events, “O-Shogatsu” and “O-Bon,” in which participation
seems required for Japanese.

On this paper, I propose the existence of a common element between “Toshi-Gami
(Year-God)” of O-Shogatsu and “So-Rei (Ancestor Spirit)” of O-Bon and try to analyze
the structure of Japanese ancestor worship from the point of view of God-Faith.
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